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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

Key figures and places of Buddhi st, Confucian,
Taoi st, Islamc and Christian history in East
Asi a

Differing traditions wthin Buddhist practice
Many termnms identifying the historical Buddha

Islamis entry into China and East Asia

Early Christian presence within China

ldentify

Si ddhart ha Gaut ama, Enperor Ashoka

Theravada, Mahayana, Pure Land, Ch’an and
Tantra Buddhi st practice

Sakyamuni, Buddha, K ung Fu-Tzu, Mencius, Sun
Tzu

Neo- Conf uci an novenent

Five rel ationshi ps

Thi rd wave Confuci an novenent
Lao- Tzu, Tao-te Ching
Nestorian Christian

Realize

Long-standi ng i nfl uence of religion on culture

| npact of Confucian practice on East Asian
econom cs

Sufi Islaminfluence in East Asian Mislim
practice

Long-standi ng presence of Christianity in China
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Hi storian Barbara Tuchman, in her book Stil well
and the Anmerican Experience in China, 1911-1945,
describes the isolation practiced historically by
China. foreigners, ternmed “foreign devils,” “long-
nosed,” or “hairy,” were often equated with evil
spirits.

“Thr oughout her history China had believed herself
the center of civilization, surrounded by barbarians.
Al l outsiders whose msfortune was to |ive beyond her
borders were ‘barbarians’ and necessarily inferiors who
were expected, and indeed required, to nake their
approach, if they insisted on comng, bearing tribute
and perform ng the kowtow i n token of hunble
subm ssion.”

-- Barbara Tuchman, Stilwell and the Anerican
Experience in China, 1911-1945, p. 26.

Bef ore di scussing the major
religious traditions of East Asia,
mention of three principles, each
essential to our overal
under standing of world cultures and
religions, is necessary.

East Asian religions anply denonstrate the
i nportance of each. These principles apply to
religion/culture in general and Chi nese/ East Asi an
religions in particular:

1. Old Religions Die Hard. 1f confused concerning
present cultural-political-religious issues, |look to
the past. Nothing hangs on as long or as powerfully as
religious traditions. Understanding the past is

i nportant to understanding the present.
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2. Religious Traditions Become Blended Over Time. In
the process of forced conversions, arbitrary boundary
shifts, intermarriages and passage of tinme, adaptation
occurs. Religions blend.

3. Faith is Never Pure...The Effect of Culture Must be
Added.

Econom c, political, nationalist,
envi ronnental and ethnic conposition
factors strongly influence the flavor
of areligious tradition and
expr essi on.

. Buddhism

1. Origins Buddhismoriginated in northern India
under the | eadership of Siddhartha Gautama (sid-HAHR-
tah GOMtuh-nuh, 566 - 486 B.C.), known as the first
Buddha. Under Enperor Ashoka (uh-SHOH kuh), Buddhi st
teaching and practice entered Sri Lanka (third century
B.C.) and other parts of Southeast Asia.

Monks carried the religion to China in the second
century, Korea in the fourth century and to Japan and
Tibet in the seventh century. Wthin the past two
centuries, Europe and North Anmerica have increasingly
felt the influence of the Buddhist tradition. Over
half of the world's population |ive in areas where
Buddhi sm has been, or is now, the dom nant practice.

2. Theravada Theravada (thai-ruh-VAHduh) practi ce,
is the nost conservative, traditional school of
Buddhism Al so called the southern social novenent,
this tradition goes back to one of the original 18
school s--the tradition of the elders. Hinayana (hin-ah-
YAH-nah, | esser), a pejorative term sonetines

descri bes Theravada. Southeast Asia--specifically the
countries of Myanmar, Thail and, Laos, Kampuchea--and
Sri Lanka are hone to this practice.
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3. Mahayana Mahayana (mah- hah- YAH nah), whi ch neans
the “great vehicle or course,” is associated with

Ti bet, Mongolia, China, Korea, Japan and Vietnam Al so
call ed northern Buddhism it includes the Pure Land,
Ch"an (chahn [Zen]) and Tantra (TUHN-truh) trends of

t hought .

4. Buddha

Many nanes identify the historical Buddha.
Sakyamuni refers to Buddha's clan (his being a “sage of
the Sakya clan”). Gautamais his famly name (like
“Smth” in John Smth); Siddhartha (sid-HAHR-tah) his
personal nanme. Tathagata (tuh- TAH guh-tuh, “thus cone
one,” is atitle Gautama gave hinself. It suggests the
Buddha practiced what he preached.

Born to the warrior (kshatriya, KSHAT-ree-uh)
cl ass, at birth Buddha was possessed wi sdom far beyond
hi s age and experi ence.

Four Sights Wwile a young nan,
he saw four sights--an old man, a
sick man, a corpse and a wandering
ascetic--which pronpted Gautama to
retire fromthe world, undergo the
great struggle, and attain
enl i ght ennment .

The title “Buddha,” neaning “enlightened, awakened
one,” refers to those who attain the enlightennent goa
of Buddhist religious life.

5. Ashoka Enperor Ashoka ruled India from272 - 236
B.C. 1In conquering Kalinga (northern India and its
environs), Ashoka s forces apparently sl aughtered

100, 000 peopl e, deported 150,000 and spread fam ne and
pestil ence.
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I n what m ght be seen as one of history’'s first
recorded cases of post traumatic stress syndrone,
Ashoka enbraced Buddhi sm advocated religious
t ol erance, comon et hical observance, an ending to
vi ol ence and denonstrabl e social concern. H's turn
from*®“Ashoka the fierce” to “Ashoka the righteous”
becane a nodel for kingship held even now t hroughout
Buddhi st | ands.

Il. Confucian Thought

1. K'ung Fu-Tzu Leadership of the Confucian school
centers around its forenost teacher, K ung Fu-Tzu
(kuhng foo-dzuh, 551-479 B.C.).

Though not the founder per se, as
the transmtter and true enbodi nent of
t he Confucian Way, “Kung the Master,”
the “suprene editor of Chinese culture,”
is wthout peer. Hi s integrity of
person and perseverance in answer to a
call set the exanple for followers to
enul at e.

Hi s vision centered on respect children show to
their parents; the high regard given elders and | awf ul
authority figures; and an appreciation for |earning,
prot ocol and cerenony. Confucian practice becane the
characteristic world view and practice of the Chinese
peopl e for over 2,000 years.

2. Mencius and Hsun-Tzu Mencius ( MEN- shee- uhs,
372-289 B.C.) systematized Confucius's teaching.
Believing in the innate goodness of all people, he
popul ari zed the 'five relationships' (father-son,

rul er-mnister, husband-w fe, old-young, friend-friend)
concept. Hsun-tzu (shuhn-dyuh, @298-238 B.C.) was

anot her early |eader in Confucian philosophy. Thinking
all individuals were essentially evil, he pronoted the
cultivation of ritual as antidote to humankind's
depravity. Today, Kungte Cheng (b. 1920), a direct
descendant of Confucius and resident of Taiwan, is a

| eadi ng spokesperson for Confucian val ues.
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The Sun-tzu (SWUN dyuh) a Chi nese
classic on mlitary tactics and
strategy, dates fromthe era 400-320
B.C. The Sun-tzu shows how superi or
mental attitudes can effect
mlitary/political change. Enphasis is
on unsettling the eneny’s mnd and
upsetting his plans.

3. Neo-Confucian Practice. The neo- Conf uci an
movenent, devel oped in response to Buddhism was
domnant in East Asia fromthe twelfth to early
twentieth century. It honed and perfected early
Confuci an thought. ChuHsi (joo shee, 1130-1200), with
his School of Principle, saw a pattern running through
all material. By practicing asceticismor noral
discipline, followers could ascertain this inner

desi gn. Wang Yang-ming (wahng yahng-m ng, 1472-1529),
anot her maj or neo- Confuci ani st, established the School
of Mnd. Innate know edge, found within the mnd, is
the basis on which to view humanity, rather than
pursui ng external patterns.

A Third Wave Confuci an novenent seeks to explain
the current economc revival in East Asia in terns of
application of Confucian principles to the post-nodern
worl d.- This school of thought seeks to outmaneuver
conpetitors, based on superior self-know edge and
know edge of others.

Harvard professor Tu Wi -m ng di scusses the inpact
of Confucian thought on the East Asian econony. After
describing the econom c growth taking place in East
Asia, Dr. Wei-mng discusses the human factor involved
in the process:

“What they [East Asian] have shown is that culture
matters, that val ues peopl e cherish or unconsciously
uphol d provide guidance for their actions, that the
nmotivational structure of people is not only rel evant
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but also crucial to their economc ethics, and that the
life-orientation of a society makes a difference in the
econom ¢ behavior of its people.” (“Confucianism” pp.
216, 219, Qur Religions.)

lll. Taoism

Lao Tzu (Il ou-dyuh), is the purported author of Tao-

te ching (dou-duh jing, The Book of The Way and Its
Power), the first book of Taoi st thought.

Called the “Patriarch of Taoism”
the “Ad Boy, Ad Fellow,” and the
“Gand Od Master,” his thought
stressed yielding to the way of nature
rat her than being bound by society and
its formal/informal rules.

/
(’ﬂllllll i i

Chuang-tzu (j wahng-dyuh, @69-286 B.C.), whose
name is the title for another classic Taoist text, is
the second of the major founders of the novenent. He
advocat es spontaneity, freedom and a natural -nysti cal
approach as ways to deal with the chaos found within
society. Discarding conventional values, freeing
oneself fromworldly attachnments, and follow ng a
mystical, esoteric approach is Chuang-tzu's thene.

Chang Tao-ling (chahng dou-ling, @A.D. 142), an
exorci st and founder of the Five Pecks of Rice
novenent, established a mystical/religious healing
school of thought. Today, nobst Taoi st priests consider
Chang Tao-ling as their main inspiration.

Wang Che (wahng-jeh, 1112-1170) founded the
nort hern Ch' uan-chen (chwahn-jen, conplete perfection)
Taoi st school. The early Ch'uan Chen nasters |ived
unique lives. Once, Wang Che slept on ice; another
time, he neditated in a hole for a couple of years. An
austere, sinple life was the pattern to foll ow
Monasticism asceticism and self-cultivation
(realizing the “true nature” in the mnd) are the
defining characteristics of the novenent.
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V. Islam

1. China

| sl am ent ered Chi na peacefully during
the eighth century. Mislim
merchants, traveling in caravans
along silk routes in central Asia,
spread their beliefs as they went.
Mosques arose. School s were

organi zed and copies of the Qur’an
pri nted.

By sea, Islamc practice also entered the country.
During the Tang and Sung periods, nosques and school s
were founded in the ports of Guangzhou (Canton) and
Quanzhou. I n Taiwan today, a sizable Islamc community
(50, 000 people) exists as the result of seafaring
expeditions by Miuslimtradesnen.

During establishment of the Mongol Yuan dynasty of
northern China (1279-1368), Genghis Khan’s (gen-guhs-
KAHN) grandson, Kublai Khan (koo-bla KAHN) brought with
hi m many Persian Muslins as part of his conquering
force. Many of these Muslins settled in the Yunnan
provi nce, where a small Islamc community exists even
t oday.

In the 17th century, strong Chi nese opposition
arose against Muslins, with state policy enforced by
the Chinese arny to overrun Muslimlands in central
Chi na.

Many Muslimuprisings occurred in the 19th
century, leading to the death of many Muslins and
destruction of Islamc comunities. Wth China's
conpl eted invasion of eastern Turkestan in 1877,
hi storic Muslim popul ati ons canme under Chinese control.
Thi s northwest province area, renamed X njiang,
cont ai ni ng peopl es of ethnic U ghur and Turkoman
origin, constitutes the |largest concentration of
Muslinms i n China.
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As outlined in the HarperCollins Dictionary of
Religion, Islamremains a mnority religion in China
due, in part, to its nonotheism general intolerance of
ot her systens, dietary restrictions and insistence upon
an Arabic Qur’an. (See p. 201.)

2. Southeast Asia

“I'slam spread into the Ml ay
world fromthe [thirteenth] century
onward t hrough Sufi teachers, pious
mer chants, and a nunber of nen from
the famly of the Prophet and ruling
cl asses...who married nenbers of Ml ay
royal famlies and brought about
conversion to Islam from above.”

Sufi teachers translated the
Qur’an into the Ml ay | anguage.

In the 16th century, Arab traders introduced Islam
t hroughout the Sulu Archipelago. Eventually, Islam
repl aced or incorporated |ocal H ndu, Buddhist and
i ndi genous practice. Sufismstill plays a prom nent
role in the region. (See Seyyed Nasr, “Islam” in Qur

Rel i gi ons, pp. 498-500.)
V. Christianity in China

1. Nestorian Beginnings. christianity has a |ong,
conpl ex and continuing inpact within China. 1In the
early seventh century, Al-lo-pen, a Syrian Nestorian
nmonk, becane the first Christian to enter China.
(Nestorian Christians draw their distinctive theol ogy
from controversies surroundi ng the divine/ hunman nature
of Christ.) By 635, inperial approval allowed
Nestori an nonasteries to be built.

2. Roman Catholic Developments Jesuit
m ssionaries cane to southern China in the 1670s.

Matteo Ricci (1521-1610,) in 1601 was allowed to live in
Bei j i ng.
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Sonme Jesuits were tolerant of incorporation of
| ocal Chinese religious practices into their liturgies
and practices, leading to a rites controversy whi ch was
eventual ly settled by Papal authority. By 1800, sone
500 priests (100 bei ng Chinese) were in China.

3. Protestants Robert Morrison, called the first
Protestant m ssionary, entered China in 1807. After
the Opium War (1840-1842), nore foreigners (including
m ssionaries) could live in China. Evangelists,

medi cal m ssionaries, Bible translators, educators, and
“Bi bl e wonen” served by the 1860s. Hudson Tayl or
founded the China Inland Mssion in 1865. By the
1880s, Christian Universities were established.

4. RestrictionsS The T ai-ping Rebel lions during 1840-
1864, and the Boxer Rebellion (1900-1901) caused | oss
of life but gromh for the mssionary enterprises. The
YMCA and YWCA had great inpact during this period. The
Revol ution of 1911, involving Sun Yat-sen, saw

partici pation by many Chi nese Christians.

The Chi nese Communi st takeover of 1949 saw nmany
Christians form ng “house churches” to avoid
persecution. Sone Protestant and Catholic patriotic
novenent s, though di sbanded during the Cultura
Revol ution (1966-1976), were reopened. These groups
receive limted governnment approval and stringent
over si ght.

According to the U S. Departnent of State--China
Country Report on Human Rights Practices for 1996

“I'n 1996 police closed dozens
of ‘underground’ nosques, tenples,
and sem nari es and hundreds of
Protestant ‘house church’ groups,
many w th significant nmenberships,
properties, financial resources, and
net wor ks.

Leaders of such groups, including itinerant teachers
and evangelists, increasingly have been detained for
| engt hy investigation...Some congregati ons have been
hit with heavy fines.”

48



Unit 2: Historical Overview

Vocabulary List: Historical Overview

Ashoka (uh- SHOH kuh)  Enperor under whom Buddhi st teachi ng and
practice entered Sri Lanka (third century B.C. ) and other
parts of Southeast Asia. Ashoka ruled India from?272 - 236
B.C. He converted to Buddhism advocated religious
tol erance, common et hical observance, and ended vi ol ence
w th denonstrabl e social concern.

Buddha (BoO duh) Title neaning “enlightened, awakened one,”
and refers to those who attain the enlightennment goal of
Buddhi st religious life.

Chang Tao-ling (chahng dou-ling, @A D. 142) An exorci st
and founder of the Five Pecks of R ce novenent, who
established a nystical/religious healing school of thought.
Today, nost Taoi st priests consider Chang Tao-ling as their
mai n i nspiration.

Chu Hsi (j oo shee, 1130-1200) Pronoted School of Principle,
and saw a pattern running through all material. By
practicing asceticismor noral discipline, followers could
ascertain this inner design.

Chuang-tzu (jwahng-dyuh, @69-286 B.C.) His name is the title
for a classic Taoist text. Chuang-tzu is the second of
the maj or founders of the Taoi st novenent. He advocates
spontaneity, freedom and a natural -nystical approach as ways
to deal with the chaos found wthin society. Discarding
conventional values, freeing oneself fromworldly
attachnents, and followng a nystical, esoteric approach is
Chuang-tzu' s thene.

Five relationships Concept popul arized by Mencius. The five
rel ati onshi ps are--father-son, ruler-mnister, husband-w fe,
ol d-young, friend-friend.

FOLH‘SIngS When a young man, Buddha took a trip outside his
father’s palace. On this visit, he saw the four sights--an
old man, a sick man, a corpse and a wandering ascetic--which
pronpted Gautama to retire fromthe world, undergo the great
struggle, and attain enlightennent.
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Hlnayana (hi n-ah- YAH nah, lesser) A pejorative term
sonetinmes describing Theravada. Sout heast Asi a--
specifically the countries of Myanmar, Thail and, Laos,
Kanpuchea--and Sri Lanka are hone to this practice.

K'ung Fu-Tzu Leadership of the Confucian school centers
around its forenost teacher, K ung Fu-Tzu (kuhng foo-dzuh,
551-479 B.C.

Kublai Khan (koo-bla KAHN) Genghis Khan's (gen-guhs- KAHN)
grandson who brought with himmany Persian Mislins as part
of his conquering force during the establishnment of the
Mongol Yuan dynasty of northern China (1279-1368).

Kung te Cheng (b. 1920) Direct descendant of Confucius and
resi dent of Taiwan, who is a | eading spokesperson for
Confuci an val ues

Lao Tzu (I ou-dyuh) The purported author of Tao-te ching (dou-
duh jing, The Book of The Way and Its Power), the first
book of Taoist thought. Called the “Patriarch of Taoism”
the “Ad Boy, Ad Fellow,” and the “Gand O d Master,” his
t hought stressed yielding to the way of nature rather than
bei ng bound by society and its formal/informal rules.

Mahayana (mah- hah- YAH- nah) Means the 'great vehicle or
course,' and is associated with Ti bet, Mngolia, China,
Korea, Japan and Vietnam Also called northern Buddhism it
i ncludes the Pure Land, Ch'an (chahn [Zen]) and Tantra
(TUHAN-truh) trends of thought.

Matteo RicCi (1521-1610) Jesuit missionary who in 1601 was
allowed to live in Beijing

Mencius (MEN-shee-uhs, 372-289 B.C.) Systematizer of
Confucius's teaching. Mencius believed in the innate
goodness of all people.

Morrison, Robert called the first Protestant nissionary,
entered China in 1807. Hudson Tayl or founded the China
I nl and M ssion in 1865.
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Neo-Confucian movement Program devel oped in response to
Buddhi sm becom ng dominant in East Asia fromthe twelfth to
early twentieth century. It honed and perfected early
Confuci an thought.

Sakyamuni refers to Buddha's clan (his being a “sage of the
Sakya clan”).

Siddhartha Gautama (si d- HAHR-t ah GOW 't uh- nuh, 566 - 486 B.C.)
Hi storical figure knowmn as the first Buddha. Gautama is
his famly name (as “Smth” in John Smth), while Siddhartha
is his personal nane (as “Mary” in Mary Smth.)

Sun-tzu (SWN dyuh) A Chinese classic on military tactics and
strategy, dating fromthe era 400-320 B.C. The Sun-tzu
shows how superior nental attitudes can effect
mlitary/political change. Enphasis is on unsettling the
eneny’s m nd and upsetting his plans.

Theravada (thai-ruh-VAHduh) The nost conservati ve,
traditional school of Buddhism Also called the southern
soci al novenent, this tradition goes back to one of the
original 18 schools--the tradition of the el ders.

Third Wave cConfuci an novenment which seeks to explain the
current economc revival in East Asia in terns of
application of Confucian principles to the post-nodern
worl d.- This school of thought seeks to outnmaneuver
conpetitors, based on superior self-know edge and know edge
of ot hers.

Wang Che (wahng-j eh, 1112-1170) Founder of the northern
Ch' uan-chen (chwahn-jen, conplete perfection) Taoi st
school. The early Ch'uan Chen nasters |ived unique |ives.
Once, Wng Che slept on ice; another tine, he neditated in a
hole for a couple of years. An austere, sinple life was the
pattern to follow. Monasticism asceticism and self-
cultivation (realizing the “true nature” in the mnd) are
the defining characteristics of the novenent.

Wang Yang-ming (wahng yahng-ming, 1472-1529) A major neo-
Confuci ani st who established the School of Mnd. Innate
know edge, found within the mnd, is the basis on which to
vi ew humanity, rather than pursuing external patterns.
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Part 1--True or False piace a T or

an Fint

Review Quiz: Historical Overview

he bl ank provi ded.

Many Theravada school Buddhi sts describe their trend of
Buddhi st thought as the Hi nayana school .

Sout heast Asia is home to Tantric Buddhi st practice.

Pure Land, Ch’an and Tantra Buddhismall fall under the
unbrell a term Mahayana Buddhi sm

One of the “four sights” Gautama saw as a young nman was
a wandering ascetic.

In the third century B.C., Enperor Ashoka ruled in what
i's now Canbodi a.

Confucian practice has little to do with East Asia's
current econom c revival.

Muslimwarriors spread Islamin China by neans of the
sword in the eighth century.

| sl am entered Chi na peacefully through nerchants and sea
traders.

Nestorian Christianity entered China in the early
seventh century.

The Buddhi st faith entered Chi na, Korea, Japan and
Ti bet primarily through nonks.
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Part 2--Multiple Choice Ppiace the letter
or the nobst correct answer in the space
provi ded.

1. The term “M ddl e Ki ngdoni refers to China's
a. uni que geographi cal position.
b. historical view of herself as the center of the universe.
c. interests in Hong Kong.

2. Hi storically, China viewed foreigners as
a. friends.
b. uni que speci nens of creation.
c. barbari ans.

3. Anot her name for the first Buddha is
a. Siddhartha Gautanma.
b. Bodi sattva.
c. Ashoka.

4 What percentage of the world' s population live in areas

wher e Buddhi sm has been or is the dom nant practice?

a. 25%
b. over 50%
c. 80%
5 Anot her descriptive termfor Mahayana Buddhismis

a. Hi nayana Buddhi sm
b. northern Buddhi sm
c. Theravada Buddhi sm
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6. Anot her nane for the historical Buddha, which refers to

his clan, is

a. Siddhart ha.
b. Sakyanuni .
c. Kalinga.

7. The title “Buddha” neans
a. friend of God.
b. enlightened, awakened one.
c. one who retires fromthe worl d.

8. Enperor Ashoka’s conversion to Buddhismresulted in his
a. turning fromviolence to practice social involvenent and
et hi cal governnent.
b. becom ng a bodhi sattva.
c. making citizens Buddhi st under threat of death.

9. The suprene editor of Chinese culture was

a. Kalinga.
b. K ung Fu-Tzu.
c. Menci us.

10. A principal systematizer of Confucius’ teaching was

a. Sun-Tzu.

b. Menci us.

c. Ashoka.
1. The Chinese classic on mlitary tactics and strategy is
t he

a. Sun-Tzu.

b. Jom ni.

c. Clausewtz.
12. The Neo- Confucian practice arose in response to the

i nfluence in China of
a. Christianity.

b. Hi ndui sm
c. Buddhi sm
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13. The “Patriarch of Taoism” the “Gand Od Master” is
a. Lao Tzu.
b. Confuci us.
c. Menci us.

14. Lao Tzu' s Taoi st thought stressed
a. follow ng established, formal rules for every situation.
b. offensive war principles.
c. yielding to the ways of nature rather than being bound by
society’'s formal rules.

15. The nost inportant practitioners of Islamc thought to

i nfluence the Malaysian world in the 13th century were the

a. Sunnis.
b. Shi as.
c. Sufis.
16. | n Sout heast Asia, Sufismtransforned the

| anguage into one of the major Islamc patterns of speech.

a. Paki st ani
b. Ml ay
c. Vi etnanese

17. Robert Morrison and Hudson Tayl or were nineteenth

century m ssionaries to China.
a. Protestant
b. Catholic
c. free enterprise

8. Some m ssionaries tolerated incorporation of

| ocal Chinese religious practice into their liturgies during the
seventeenth and ei ghteenth centuries.

a. Nestorian

b. Jesuit
c. Hindu
19. As a result of the Chinese Communi st takeover in 1949,

many Cat holic and Protestant Christians
a. fornmed “house churches.”

b. received state noney for building bigger churches.
c. received Chinese Bibles fromthe central governnent.
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20. According to recent Human Ri ghts reports, churches in
Chi na t oday
a. are thriving with little or no persecution.
b. are still the focus of organi zed harassnent and
persecuti on.
c. live in harnony with the enlightened Chi nese Comruni st
state.
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Appendix: China Historical Timeline

(Adapted from The Life Wirld Library: China by Loren Fessler

[ NY:

Ti e,

China Historical Dates

B.C.
c.2200- 1700 Era of the |egendary
Hsi a Dynasty.

c.1700- 1100 The Shang Dynasty
flourishes in the Yell ow River
val | ey.

c.1100-800 Kings of the Chou
Dynasty consol i date and extend
the central power to the
Yangt ze val |l ey.

771-256 Chou hegenony dwi ndl es as
warring states maneuver for
power .

221-206 The Ch’in Dynasty i s
founded by Cheng, the “First
Enperor,” who unites China.

H s successor is nurdered
after a three year reign.

202-195 LiuPang, king of a
nei ghboring state, found the
Han Dynasty.

140-87 The Enperor Wi Ti extends
Chi nese power into western

Asi a, Korea, and Sout heast
Asi a.
A.D.
9-23 Wang Mang, a nephew of the

Enpress Dowager, usurps the
throne and attenpts to
redistribute land to the
peasants.

25-220 The Han Dynasty is restored.
Its forces conquer Vietnam and
nmove into Sinkiang, exacting
tribute fromthe kingdons as
far west as Afghani stan.
Buddhi sm ent ers Chi na t hrough
Central Asia

1963] ,
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p. 168)

220-589 After the collapse of the
Han, the country is divided
into warring kingdons. The
period is known as that of the
“three kingdonms and six
dynasties.”

590- 618 Sui enperors again
consol idate China, rebuild the
Great Wall and enploy five
mllion people in construction
of an el aborate water
transport system

618 Li Yuan and his son found the
T’ang Dynasty.

960 After a period of disunity,
Sung Dynasty i s founded.

1271-1292 WMarco Pol o makes his
historic journey to China and
Sout heast Asi a.

1279 The Mongol Yuan Dynasty
conpl etes the conquest of
Chi na.

1356- 1382 The Mongol s are driven
out of China. The Ming
Dynasty i s founded.

1405- 1433 M ng enperors send huge
sea expeditions as far as
Afri ca.

1514- 1600 Western traders attenpt
to establish trade rel ations.

1582-1610 Father Matteo Ricci, a
Jesuit, establishes the first
Roman Cat holic mission in
Chi na.

1644- 1662 The Manchus conquer the
country and establish a new
dynasty.

1796- 1835 Enperor Chia Ch'ing
prohi bits inportation of
opi um but the traffic
i ncreases to sone 19, 000
chests annual |l y.

t he
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1839

1842

Conmi ssioner Lin Tse-hsu is
assigned to Canton and forces
foreigners to surrender $11
mllion worth of opium The
Opium War bet ween Chi na and

t he Western powers begins.

The Opium War is settled by
the Treaty of Nanking. Five
ports are opened for trading;
Hong Kong is ceded to Britain;
and the Western powers receive
| egal jurisdiction over their
own nationals in China.

1853-1864 The T ai P ing rebels

1858

capture Nanking and hold it as
their capital

Foreign nations force the
signing of the Treaty of
Tientsin, by which China
grants still further

concessi ons.

1894- 1895 Si no-Japanese \War

1895

1898

culmnates in the Treaty of
Shi nonoseki, under which

ext ensi ve concessions are
granted to Japan

Sun Yat-sen | eads an abortive
revolt against the Manchus.
Enper or Kuang Hsu tries
unsuccessfully to nodernize
Chi na during “100 Days” of
reform

1898- 1900 Rebellions beconme

wi despread. Antiforeign and
anti-Christian agitation
i ncreases.

1900- 1901 Foreign legations in

Peki ng are sei zed during the
Boxer Uprising. I n
retaliation, foreign nations
force the Chinese to pay

i mrense i ndemmities.

1911-1912 Successful revolution

1913

brings the overthrow of the
Manchu Dynasty. Sun Yat-sen
is chosen first President of
the Republic of China but is
forced out by politicians from
the north.

Sun Yat-sen | aunches anot her
revolt in an effort to bring
unity to the country. It
fails, and he flees to Japan
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1921 The Chi nese Conmuni st Party is
organi zed at neetings held in
and near Shanghai

1924 After prom ses of Russian aid
Sun’s party, the Kuoni ntang,
al |l ows Communi sts to becone
menbers. Chiang Kai-shek i s
naned head of the Kuom ntang’s
new Whanpoa Mlitary Acadeny.

1924 Sun Yat-sen dies.

1926- 1928 Chi ang Kai -shek | aunches
an expedition against the
northern war |ords and
eventual |y breaks their power.

1927 Chiang crushes the Comuni sts
i n Shanghai. Mao Tse-tung
stages an unsuccessf ul
uprising, then retires to
Chi ngkangshan, where he draws
supporters.

1934- 1935 After attacks by the
Nationalists, Mao | eads his
followers northward on the
Long March.

1937 Japan i nvades Chi na.

Nati onal i sts and Conmuni sts
forma united front to fight
t he Japanese.

1945-1947 At U. S. urging, Mao and
Chi ang confer on the formation
of a coalition government.

1949 The Comuni sts capture Peki ng.
On October 1, Mao establishes
the People’s Republic of China.

Nati onal i st Governnment flees
to Tai wan.

1947- 1952 The Comuni sts begin | and
reform Opponents--or
suspect ed opponents--of the
regime are executed or sent to
| abor canps.

1950 The Korean War begins.

Chi nese “vol unteers” cross the
Yalu to fight U N troops.

1953 The Korean War ends with the
signing of the truce of
Panmunj om

1955 Mao Tse-tung orders
col  ectivization of farns.

1956- 1957 During the “Hundred
Fl owers” canpaign the regi ne
receives six weeks of
criticism The critics are
puni shed.
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1958

1959

1959

Mao initiates the G eat
Forward program and
reorgani zes the country into
conmunes.

Ti bet an uprising brings harsh
reprisals from Peking.

Mao Tse-tung relinqui shes the
chai rmanshi p of the Gover nment
to Liu Shao-ch’i but remins
head of the Communi st Party.
The Conmuni sts gradual |y

Leap
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1962

1963

de- enphasi ze the comune

pr ogr am

Conflict over territory in
Ladakh and northern India
preci pitates border warfare
bet ween I ndi a and Chi na.

Di sput e between China and the
Sovi et Uni on over the
appropriate road to achieve
Conmmuni sm breaks into the
open.
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